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The	Lord	of	the	Rings	saga	by	J.R.R.	Tolkien	is	a	timeless	classic	that	continues	to	captivate	audiences	with	its	rich	history	and	themes	of	friendship	and	heroism.	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	trilogy	consists	of	three	volumes:	The	Fellowship	of	the	Ring,	The	Two	Towers,	and	The	Return	of	the	King.	The	first	book,	published	nearly	two	decades	after	The
Hobbit,	follows	Frodo	Baggins'	journey	to	destroy	the	One	Ring	in	the	fires	of	Mount	Doom.	He	is	joined	by	companions	like	Samwise	Gamgee,	Legolas,	and	Gandalf,	who	form	the	Fellowship	of	the	Ring.	Rohan	asked	why	Gandalf	had	orchestrated	events	in	The	Hobbit,	and	Sauron's	search	for	the	One	Ring	before	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	wasn't	directly
explained	by	Christopher	Tolkien.	However,	he	did	publish	a	twelve-volume	series	called	The	History	of	Middle-earth	from	1983	to	1996.	This	collection	analyzed	The	Lord	of	the	Rings,	The	Silmarillion,	and	other	writings	about	Middle-earth.	Notably,	Christopher	didn't	include	analyses	of	The	Hobbit	in	this	work;	instead,	readers	could	find	that
information	in	The	History	of	The	Hobbit,	edited	by	John	D.	Rateliff	and	published	in	2007.	Another	significant	work,	The	Children	of	Húrin,	was	a	tragic	tale	about	Húrin	Thalion	and	his	children,	Túrin	and	Nienor,	set	during	the	First	Age.	It	explored	the	consequences	of	Húrin's	defiance	against	Morgoth.	A	love	story,	Beren	and	Lúthien,	first
appeared	in	The	Silmarillion	but	was	compiled	by	Christopher	Tolkien	into	a	single	narrative	about	the	adventures	of	Beren	and	Lúthien.	This	work	was	inspired	by	his	real-life	romance	with	Edith	and	contained	characters'	names	on	their	gravestone.	Tolkien	also	completed	The	Fall	of	Gondolin,	which	told	the	story	of	Tuor,	sent	to	Gondolin	on	a
divine	quest.	This	connected	to	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	through	Tuor's	son	Eärendil,	who	fathered	Elrond,	the	half-elf	Lord	of	Rivendell.	After	Christopher	Tolkien	passed	away,	Brian	Sibley	compiled	stories	about	the	Second	Age	of	Middle-earth	in	The	Fall	of	Númenor,	published	in	November	2022.	The	Lord	of	the	Rings	is	a	series	of	works	by	J.R.R.
Tolkien,	but	it's	not	just	one	trilogy.	There	are	many	other	stories	that	expand	Middle	Earth,	and	knowing	where	to	start	can	be	tricky.	One	way	to	begin	your	adventure	is	with	The	Hobbit,	which	introduces	hobbits	and	sets	the	stage	for	The	Lord	of	the	Rings.	This	journey	follows	Bilbo	Baggins	as	he	joins	a	group	of	dwarves	on	a	quest	to	reclaim	their
treasure	from	the	dragon	Smaug.	The	Silmarillion	is	a	comprehensive	narrative	that	retells	the	greatest	myths	of	Arda,	covering	the	creation	of	the	world,	the	end	of	the	Third	Age,	and	the	years	of	the	Trees	and	First	Age.	This	epic	tale	explores	the	history	of	Middle-earth	from	a	unique	perspective,	offering	insights	into	the	development	of	Tolkien's
world.	In	addition	to	The	Silmarillion,	several	other	works	expand	on	Middle-earth's	lore.	Unfinished	Tales	provides	supplementary	stories	that	tie	in	with	The	Hobbit	and	Lord	of	the	Rings,	while	detailing	the	events	of	the	First	and	Second	ages.	Children	of	Húrin	offers	a	novel-like	retelling	of	Túrin	Turambar's	life,	and	Beren	and	Lúthien	explores	a
pivotal	romance	between	an	elf	and	a	mortal.	The	History	of	Middle-earth	series,	consisting	of	12	volumes,	delves	into	Tolkien's	creative	process,	revealing	early	drafts,	linguistic	notes,	and	editor	annotations.	This	collection	allows	readers	to	navigate	the	various	segments	relevant	to	their	favorite	parts	of	the	Legendarium.	More	recently,	The	Fall	of
Gondolin	and	The	Fall	of	Númenor	have	been	published	posthumously,	offering	fresh	perspectives	on	Middle-earth's	history.	These	works	demonstrate	Tolkien's	mastery	of	storytelling,	with	a	focus	on	the	most	recent	publication,	The	Fall	of	Númenor,	which	explores	events	from	the	Second	Age.	Tolkien's	notes	and	lesser-known	works	serve	as	the
foundation	for	this	exploration	of	Middle	Earth.	It	delves	beyond	the	realm's	physical	characteristics	to	examine	its	inhabitants	-	from	their	appearance	to	their	destinies	and	capacity	for	free	will.	Middle	Earth's	timeline	is	intricate,	with	publications	like	The	Silmarillion	and	Unfinished	Tales	comprising	tales	from	various	eras.	For	a	more
chronological	reading	experience,	consider	this	suggested	order:	The	Silmarillion,	The	Hobbit,	The	Lord	of	the	Rings,	followed	by	Unfinished	Tales.


